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TC Members Present (10): Kristine Bell, Hongya Ge, Alex Gershman, Dominic Ho, Hagit Messer-Yaron, Brian Sadler, Shahram Shahbazpanahi, Nikos Sidiropoulos, Mats Viberg, Abdelhak Zoubir.
TC Members Absent (22):  Biao Chen, Doug Cochran, Aleksandar Dogandzic, Dan Fuhrmann, Fulvio Gini, Andreas Jakobsson, Ivars Kirsteins, Erik Larsson, Hongbin Li, Jian Li, Randy Moses, Arye Nehorai, Muralidhar Rangaswamy, Raghuveer Rao, Chong Meng Samson See, Ananthram Swami, Lang Tong, Alle-Jan van der Veen, Luc Vandendorpe, Sergiy Vorobyov, Peter Willett, Xiang-Gen Xia.

Associate Members Present (2):  Martin Haardt, Kon Max Wong.

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at approximately 12:30 pm.  A quorum was not present.

 

II.  New Business
1. CAMSAP `09 Proposal [Alex Gershman] (attached)
Alex Gershman presented a proposal for the CAMSAP 09 workshop on behalf of  Yonina Eldar and Daniel Palomar.  The proposed location and time are the Radisson Aruba Resort in Aruba, Dec. 13-16, 2009.  The team, venue, cost, and accessibility by airline flights were viewed favorably by the committee members present and it was agreed that the proposal should be presented to the full SAM TC for vote via email. The SAM TC would like impose a requirement that someone from the organizing committee make a visit to the location, and suggest that the organizers contact SAM TC members to be on the workshop TC.
Mats Viberg suggested changing the name of the workshop to reflect that the content is more “mathematical methods” than “computational advances” but after some discussion it was decided to leave the name unchanged.  Mats and Nikos Sidiropoulos also re-emphasized that there will need to be more contributed papers to make the workshop viable.  Suggestions were made to improve publicity, such as making sure the name is correct in SPS publications, and securing distinguished speakers early and using their names for publicity.
2. Discussion of the new procedure for nominating papers for the Best Paper and Young Author Best paper awards [Kristine Bell]
We are in the middle of the new process for considering papers for nomination for the Best Paper and Young Author Best Paper Awards.  The general feeling was that the process is going well and is not too burdensome.  Each sub-committee is using a procedure of their own choosing to narrow down papers.  Some sub-committees may not have a consensus on which paper to nominate, in part because some sub-committees do not have any outstanding papers.  Abdelhak Zoubir suggested that sub-committees may want to use a scoring system similar to ICASSP or EURASIP where papers are scored according to: Relevance of the Topic, Quality of the Technical Content, Style of the Presentation, Originality, and Overall Content.  Next year we may decide to use the same process for all sub-committees based on the best experiences from this year.  
3. Discussion of the upcoming TC review and the need for formal SAM TC Policies and Procedures, and Bylaws. 

[Alex Gershman]  Alex reminded the committee of the upcoming review by the Signal Processing Society, and Nikos Sidiropoulous reminded us that we need to develop and vote on a formal Bylaws document, and an informal (but written) Policies and Procedures document.  The SPCOM TC requires that voting to adopt or change their Bylaws must be done in person at a meeting that has a quorum.  The disadvantage is that only members that are present can participate, and there are limited opportunities for such a meeting (really only at ICASSP).  An email vote would allow all members to participate.  We will need to decide which procedure we want to adopt.
4. SAM 2010 
It is now time to look ahead to SAM 2010 and we are looking for proposals.  Hagit Messer-Yaron indicated that there is a group interested in proposing a venue in Israel for SAM 2010.  
